b

RENOVATION I|

="
—

y ol

v hic quh-m

Ky 'FEBRUARY

5




PLANTS & GARDEMN DESIGN

LANDSCAPING LANGUAGE

BY DENNIS RODKIN

A client sat down recently with white llowers. A calming haven a home landscape—particularly inmite icdea of what she want

e
her landscape architect, and where one might sit ona sim one that will be used mostly in Then he asked her to play a Ty
said she wanted a white gar mer evening with a [rend as the evening=—and Frank Mariani game with him. From the exten
den. Ah lovelv: awhite pardent the darkness pathers head of the Lake Blufl-based sive parden library m his firm's
Stylish and elegant, with none Al white, the client said landscape architecture firm Ma olfices, Frank pulled out a book
il those show-ofl hot reds and nothing that blooms in any color fani Landscape on Sissinghurst, the  English

sizzling oranges. Just seca but white. 1Us o fine scheme for the client had arrived with a del home and extensive gardens ol

Crertrude Jekyll, the mother

Many NoHions of '_'.II-.|| n

opened the book to a pho
Jekyll's lamous white garde
and she said, "Yeah, that's a spe
tacular white garden!” Frank
savs. “Then 1 closed the book
and smd, "Thid vou notice all the
colors of the Mowers?” There
were greens and  blues and
whites. It's basically white, but
it's not just white, white, whit

Strictly limiting the garden

ta fl s that Bloom only whit
would be oo narrow, Frank
explained 1o the client. Inur
ducing other subdued colors
pale greens and blues, even
v light pink here and there-
keeps a white garden rom
hetng monotonous and allows
the destgner to install elements
that contrast with one another

moely. "Il ivs not purely-whine

vou open up the palerte vou car

use tenlold,” Frank says

He had not
ower the client’s initial idea; he
had used professional exper
tise to expand on it. That's whai
happens when homeowners
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. | seape designer. “She did me a
When the owners of this waterfront hoeme in Glenview called in londscope designer Dave Van Zelst, they |
said they wanted an expansive deck across the bock to maximize their enjoyment of the lake. Van Zelst : ik ¥ A T 2as
detected that having a deck right outside the living room would clutter the view from inside with railings ~ ©t- /0 then Tdid heraservic
ond posts, so he proposed o very atfractive alternative: Put the deck on the side of the house, where it by saving, '1 think this is what
would still capture great views of the water, but site a gracious ground-level patio outside the living
reom. It doesn’t intrude on the view, and it creates o cozy outdoor space separate from the deck.

avor by SAving '.‘-ll.'il e wianl

vou're looking ol Frank
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cavs "It was give-and-taki

Embarking on a major landscape
project is o hit like eatine n an ethn
restaurant where everybody speaks a
lnguaee vou don't. Try to describe what
youl want. and the results might turm ow
chilerent

comuically Iromm what you

hoped lor. Now, lorasingle dinner to go
Wrong 1sn'1 so bad, buat il you're paying

thousands ol dollars lor a home land
scape you'llhave 1o lve with for years o
come, vou don't wamt the waner bring
ing soap when vou ordered soup

Whitt one person describes as a
another one

Frank savs. 7l

really need 1o kknow what vou want.” That

.:"!'.'_:I'-l'. Lo Lage '.'_.|Il.|l n

might call a weed patch
doesn't mean vou need 1o hand a Lind
scape destgner a-.compleie st ol plants
the landscape must include or specly the
ize and materials of the patio. Instead
vou should armive ready with what Dave
Van Zelst, head of the Wadswonth land
scape Trm Van Zelst, Ine., calls

SOV

Glm'iul art,
custom metal furniture,
creative lighting b accessories.
That will make vou smile
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HAND TOOLED GRANITE & MARBLE COUNTERTOPS



basic leelings about what you
like and don't like

Some clients ot thar they
ought to go ahout envisioning
their new landscape the same
wary they would the redesign ol
the home's imterior. They start
by clipping pictures they like
from garden magazines and
books and maybe tour some
public gardens or go on a gar
den walk and bring back pho
tos. They may also note what
they like in their own neighbor
hood. Both Dave and Frank say
thiey are delighted when cliens
start the process armed with a

baich of clippings and ideas

It's the start of developing a

vision together,” Dave says

Clients who aren’t that lar
along olien give the designer
leads without even knowing it
Walking into your home for a
fhirst meeting, Dave says, “we
can quite often tell alot by look
ing at how your home is for
nished. Is it very traditional or
lormal or contemporary? 5o
even when clicnis aren't saying
something, they are.”

The second thing to have in
mind at a first meeting s how
much you hope 1o spend and
when. Big jobs inevitably cost
more than you'd like, are you
prepared to spend a lot? Many
landscape experts recommend
spending between 5and 10 per
cent of the value of the house on
landscaping: Dave recommends
that clients who have a massive
reworking of a large lot in mind
should think about having the
J \l'l Lll MNE N SUCCCSSIVE POT nons
over the course of a [ew years,
spreading out the cost. [ 50, con
sider your priorities. Is it mare

important that you get the front,

PLANTS & GARDEN DESIGHN

Bocause it slopes steeply, the space between the rear of the house
and the loke was useless to the homeowners as lawn or garden.
Yot much of the home is positioned with views out over the slope.
On their own, they could not figure out how to improve it. Vian Zelst
started by placing boulders at the water's edge lo help control ero-
sion, and from there odded bountifully colorful perennials, creating
o kind of color bridge between house and water.

public face of your property
done first, or are you itching o
get that big party-sized patio
under the trees out back ready
for the next 4th of July barbecue?

Mo matter whether you start
out with some direction of your
own, the designer will have a
slew of questions designed (o get
al what you require, and what
youl chream ol in vouryard, Much
of it has little to do with aesthet
tes, bur lows 1o do with structural
concerns. "We want to kniow
how you'll use the space,” Dave
says. Do you entertain a lot and
need a large pauo and deck
space? Do you want a swimming
pool and spa? Do you have a
sunmy lot but want a structure to
provide shade?” Other consicler
ations include whether any fam
ily members or frequent guests
have disabilities, whether pets
will roam thie vard or be confined
1o dog runs, whether the home
aowner wanis lo include a pro-

ductive fruit or vegetable garden

anil whether the clienis live in the
home year-round or only pan
time. (People who winter in a
Wilm 'i'll..lx_l' [0} -:'.\..,If'll]'lll.' wionlt
need much evergreen materal o
other winter4nterest touches.)

Those settled. iUs on o the
aesthetics. That's where pictures
and clippings come in. When
possible, Frank likes 10 mke
clients on tours of local gardens
and determine what lights them
up and what leaves them cold
He may line up visits 1o residen
tal landscapes that his firm
designed and that seem to line
up with what the new clien
wants, or he may schedule avisit
to a theme parden, such as
Anderson Gardens, the breath:
tking Japanese 'I.uu|-.k,1|1.,- in
Rocklord, or the English Walled
Garden at the Chicago Botanic
Garden

On these trps, as well as
when looking at photos with a
client, Frank is on the lookout

for “the fireworks, the oohs and

aahs that tell me thisis the sufl
you really like.” Not everything
he shows his clients is on their
wiint list. He's trving 10 expan
their horizons a bit, get them
comfortable with plant choices,
styles or paving materials with
which they might not be famil
iar but that he believes will fit in
with the compesition he's crali
ing for thetr yard. "And il the
client has said. 1 don’t like ever-
greens,” | might take them to a
beautiful formal hedge and
they go crazy,” he says. “They
meant the conical Christmas
tree types, but if 1 had heard
them and taken all evergreens
off the list, I'd be losing all the
options for boxwoods and
vews, A terrific mistake

Once the designer leels com
forably in tune with the chient's
needs and wants, a plan gets
drawn up, Olten that step is a
doozy, Dave says. The designeris
tryving o take all the client’s input
and create a new, unigue land
scape that meets them all. It can
be done and is done all the time
by talented designers, but Dave
emphasizes that it isn't always
perfect the first time. "Often we
are able to hit it on the nose the
first time, but sometimes we
don’'tand we have to go through
several iterations until it's exact-
Iy what you want

Rest assured that designers
know that's part of the dnll
they don't expect you to love
the first draflt. It's a working
document, reacly 1o be tweaked
'‘Cur theory is we have a lot ol
expertise, but it's the client's
home, so we had bewer get it o
a point that they ll really love it

Mothing should be lost in
translation. *HG



