architecture + interiors chicago + north shore
| T ¥

..I’|1l.}|,.. AR

6 High Style Alfresco

A Mediterranean inspired

garden in Kenilworth



In Kenilworth a dazzling array of trees and perennials creates
a series of inspired settings for outdoor entertaining
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Its oversize three-quarter acre site is stud-
Colorado spruce, Amerncan
hornbeam, Carnelian cherry, 5tar magnaolia,

ded with trees
Honevlocust, Crabapple, Red and Norway
maple. Beds, planters and containers intro-
duce a blaze of color that changes with the
seasons. Talk about curb appeal!
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perfect. The couple had planned to refresh
the existing landscape with a few dramatic
touches and get on with their lives. Until they
learned that the old brick foundation of their
beautiful vintage home was crumbling and
needed immediate replacement—a task they
discovered would totally obliterate all of the
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a landscape is the blending of
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art, architecture, nature and personal styla,
says Van Zelst. A proponent of teamwork
throughout the project, Van Zelst scheduled a
series of intense planning sessionswith the
ved, abundant

color became an intrinsic element of the

homeowners. As the plan e

strong Mediterranean flavor called for by the

me old home. A
combination of active and passive recreation
areas including a swimming pool and spa, a
smaller children, quiet seating

itertaining and—maost importantly
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—an outdoor kitchen were
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Once the plan was drafted, Van Zelst plot-
ted a course of action which would be main-
tained in concert with the contractors’ work
rebuilding the foundation. Van Zelst uses a
team approach that requires each of his eight
dited staff landscape
architects collaborates with the firms hort

culturists, foresters, engineers and field man-

‘musts” on the
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agers to interpret the clients’ ideas in a design
which both creates the desired effect and is

ll-suited to the existing environment
Unfortunately, no existing matenal remained
to be worked into the langscape, something
that Dawid Van Zelst usually makes certain

happens to preserve and enhance the site's
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natural beauty
"This was definitely a fast-track project for
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inspiration for his landscape from the home's Mediterranean design
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